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EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM JOEL BROOKS 

 

Do you support the Bill’s aim to end the physical punishment of children by parents 

or carers? 

We are strongly opposed to the proposed Bill’s aim to end the physical punishment of 

children by parents or carers. 

Smacking of children is not assault or child abuse. On the contrary, to neglect to discipline a 

child physically when necessary comprises child neglect. It would be to fail in our parental 

duty. Parents are to discipline their children in this way where necessary because they love 

them. 

There are situations where only smacking is the appropriate discipline, where any other 

form of discipline is inappropriate and ineffective. 

A smacking ban would risk criminalising loving parents, parents who are seriously 

concerned for their own children’s well-being. A smacking ban would further contribute to 

the production of selfish and disrespectful children with all the consequences for the 

children themselves and society in general. 

Smacking of one’s child must, of course, be done in a controlled and loving manner, not in 

a fit of rage. It must be carried out on the appropriate part of the body and in a manner so 

as to inflict temporary discomfort only and not any injury. 

To refer to physical discipline of children as assault and to say that children do not have the 

same protection from assault as adults is misrepresentation on both counts. Parents are in 

a position of authority, children are not – children need to learn right from wrong. It is 

parents’ prerogative and duty to physically discipline their children when necessary. 

Existing legislation maintains the balance, at least to a certain extent, of outlawing child 

abuse but maintaining the freedom for parents to exercise reasonable chastisement of their 

children. The proposed Bill would lose this balance and would represent unlawful intrusion 

into family life and restriction of parents’ rights in this matter. 

The proposed Bill is effectively saying that most parents who have ever lived were child 

abusers and wrong to smack their children. We do not accept this inference. 

For the above reasons we are strongly opposed to the proposed Bill and would strongly 

urge you not to introduce any such legislation. 

 


